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Japan never would have dared to start upon so ambitious a cam-
paign unless she had been fully prepared. The preparations
consisted of several hundred blunderbusses which Portugal
had sold them. Relying upon her superior armament, Japan
sent 300,000 men round the Strait of Korea, engaged in a war
which lasted five years, and was then defeated only by the
superior numbers of the Chinese who came to the assistance of
the Koreans.
But it was this invasion, during which Seoul, the capital of
Korea, was destroyed, and during which all sorts of horrible
atrocities were committed, which accounts for the hereditary
hatred of the Korean people for everything Japanese. But what
will you? The Koreans were weak and the Japanese were strong;
and when, during the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the
Koreans were forced to grant all sorts of economic and political
concessions to the Russians, the Japanese had an excellent excuse
for a fresh campaign.
The immediate causes for a war are rarely interesting. It is
the real underlying motives that count. In this case, as in the
case of the expedition of 1592, they were to be found directly and
absolutely in die necessity of the Japanese Government to provide
its rapidly increasing population with food.
As soon as Japan had defeated Russia and had driven the Mus-
covite troops back from the Yalu River, the river that separates
Korea from Manchuria, Korea became a Japanese protectorate.
In 1910 it became a part of the Japanese Empire quite as much
as Formosa, which the Japanese had taken from the Chinese in
1895, or the southern half of the island of Sakhalin, which they
had taken from the Russians in 1905 in lieu of a war indemnity.
To-day already half & million Japanese have moved in among the
twenty million Koreans. The rest will follow in due course of
time.
As for Manchuria, it had long been a bone of contention be-
tween the two nations that fought for supremacy in the northern
half of the Pacific. After the Peace of Portsmouth, which made
an end to the Russo-Japanese war, the fete of the country was
sealed. Who was there left to protect Manchuria against Japan?